THE NORTH                   BUND

after the outbreak of the war the departure of Guelfs to
France, by                                  confined to a few who

were already compromised. From the 'behaviour of the
Hanoverian troops In the war. It is not probable that a
Guelf insurrection at home would have been able to gain

many adherents, at least so long as our progress in France
was victorious* What would have happened if we had
returned            and pursued through Hanover I leave un-

touched. But a prophylactic policy must take even such
possibilities Into consideration; at all events I was re-
solved, under           of war, to advise the King to adopt
every of active defence which the instinct of po-
litical self-preservation can suggest. And even if only a
few and apparently cruel punishments had become
such acts of violence against German fellow-
countrymen, however much they might be justified by the
risks of war* would for generations afterwards have been
a hindrance In the way of reconciliation and a pretext for
persecutions. It therefore seemed to me important to
such possibilities in good time.

The straggles during the previous winter with the
King, who did not want war> and during the campaign,
with the military men, who saw only Austria, not the
other Powers of Europe, before them, and again with the
King respecting the conclusion of peace, and then again
respecting the bill of Indemnity, had so exhausted me that
I needed rest and recreation, I went first of all on Sep-
tember 26 to my cousin* Count Bismarck-Bohlen at Karls-
burgf and then on October 6 to Putbus, where I fell very